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Natural Harmonics

Harmonic-Notehead indicates finger position, small notehead indicates sounding pitch

Flageolett-Notenkopf zeigt die Fingerposition and, der kleine Notenkopf die erklingende Tonhdhe

3 Partial Harmonic on IV String

3. Teilton auf IV. Saite
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4™ Partial Harmonic on IV String

4. Teilton auf IV. Saite
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5% Partial Harmonic on IV String
(“stop 3" and “stop 6")

5. Teilton auf IV. Saite
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" Air” for Violin Solo

“Air” is a light piece — light as the substance to which its title refers. | followed my fascination with the
violin's ability to project an almost limitless pitch space on its four short strings, as it delineates an ever

expanding or receding harmonic grid.

During the work on my current song-opera “Dark Spring” and already with the song-like moments of my
preceding music theater work “Kaspar Hauser” | became more and more interested in the formal
possibilities of tonality. Less because of what | increasingly experienced as a staleness of a certain “jargon
of New Music,” but rather for my personal re-discovery of tonality’s syntactic-semantic potential, a
discovery | made through a re-engagement with music of composers such as Eisler and Sondheim. It is
less the “development-music” tonality of the classic-romantic period, but that of song. Air continues this
exploration of tonality. Nevertheless, its melodies hardly ever consolidate in tonal cadences, but are

characterized by a tonality of constant modulatory drift.

Sound still matters in “Air,” though, as its figures seem to inhabit a strange nowhere-land between the
subjective motives and figures based on tonal syntax and the object-like sound-world of the instrument
itself: the white noise of the bow on dampened strings, or the pitch relations of those open strings and
their overtones — “found harmonic structures”, as they are not constructed by me, but permeate every
melodic line of the piece nevertheless. The few overtly expressive melodic moments of the work,
moments of formal direction or climax, are the attempts to assert subjective autonomy in this strange
nowhere land, an attempt of the piece to counter its own drift towards lightness. As futile as these

attempts might be, it seems as if a solo piece cannot help making them.
Air is dedicated to Irvine Arditti.

(Hans Thomalla, May 2018)
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